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Discussion Points
1. Rationale for UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) Sept 2021

• Previous UN Summits had focused on hunger & food insecurity (1974, 
1996, 2002 and 2009)

• Shift from multi-lateral to multi-stakeholder governance to enable UN 
System & agencies to support “Food Systems Transformation”

2. Planning: UN agencies and key actors  
3. Timeline: Actors involved in protesting and UNFSS boycott  
4. Response: UN Secretary General and other organizers 
5. Outcomes: Global coalitions for 4 action areas 
6. Reflections on future actions for actors to strengthen 

governance and accountability for safe, healthy, green, fair 
& affordable (equitable), resilient and sustainable food 
systems  
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UN Secretary General and WEF Chairman 
Announced Strategic Partnership  Framework

June 2019

Source: World Economic Forum. World Economic Forum and UN Sign Strategic Partnership Framework. June 13, 2019. 
https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/06/world-economic-forum-and-un-sign-strategic-partnership-framework/. 

Five Focus Areas to 
Collaborate to Achieve 

SDG Agenda

1. Climate change
2. Health
3. Digital cooperation
4. Gender equality & 

empowerment of 
women

5. Education

https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/06/world-economic-forum-and-un-sign-strategic-partnership-framework/
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2019-2021: UN agencies and partners organized activities that 
culminated in UNFSS held in NYC on Sept 23, 2021.
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Source: United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals. September 25-27, 2015.
SDG Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/#prettyPhoto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM
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Governments, private sector and civil 
society actors must work with UN 
System agencies to raise US $172.5 
trillion to achieve the 17 goals and 169 
targets in the SDG Agenda (2015-2030). 
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UN Food Systems Summit Timeline
June 2019 to Dec 2020

Jun 2019
UN & WEF Partnership 

Oct 2019
UNFSS 2021 

Announced on 
World Food Day

Dec 2019
Dr. Agnes Kalibata, President of 

AGRA, appointed as Special Envoy 
for UNFSS 2021

Jan 2020
Global Food Sovereignty actors 
(IPCFS) sent letter to UNSG re: 
WEF, AGRA & CFS for UNFSS 

Feb – Dec 2020
Leadership & planning for 

UNFSS 2021 selected by UN 
Deputy SG, Amina Mohammed 

& Dr. Agnes Kabata
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Summit Rationale 
The Global Syndemic: undernutrition, obesity and climate change

Source: Swinburn B, Kraak V, Allender S et al. The global syndemic of obesity, undernutrition, and climate change: The Lancet 
Commission report. The Lancet. 2019:393:791–846. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8.   

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8
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Global Food System is 
Unhealthy & Unsustainable  

Source: Swinburn B, Kraak V, Allender S et al. The global syndemic of obesity, undernutrition, and climate change: 
The Lancet Commission report. The Lancet. 2019:393:791–846. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8.   

• Global Syndemic = three interacting pandemics that 
include obesity, undernutrition, climate change

• Common system drivers = food, transport, energy, 
urban design and land use 

• Policy inertia = weak/ineffective policies by decision-
makers, opposition by commercial vested interests, and 
lack of public and civil society demand for change

• Coordinated triple-duty actions by many actors 
needed to achieve healthy people and planet
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Six Food Security Dimensions

Source: Committee on World Food Security. Food Security and Nutrition: Building a Global Narrative Towards 2030. 
2020. http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf.

http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf
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Source: FAO and WHO. Sustainable Healthy Diets - Guiding Principles. Rome: FAO and WHO, 2019.

http://www.fao.org/3/ca6640en/ca6640en.pdf


Governance
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• Governance is the “total political, organizational, and 
administrative processes through which actors or 
stakeholders (i.e., governments, private-sector 
businesses, foundations, non-governmental organization 
interest groups and civil society) articulate their 
interests, exercise their legal rights, make decisions, 
mediate their differences, and meet their obligations.

• Implicit in governance are…
• political ideology
• politics 
• power 
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Multi-lateral vs. Multi-stakeholder 
Governance

Sources: Committee on World Food Security. Food Security and Nutrition: Building a Global Narrative Towards 2030. 2020. 
http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf; and UNFSS 2021 - Private Sector Engagement Guidelines. February 2021. 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_private_sector_guidelines_feb2021.pdf.

Seven Engagement Principles

1. Act with urgency
2. Commit to the Summit
3. Be respectful
4. Recognize complexity
5. Embrace multi-stakeholder 

inclusivity
6. Complement the work of others
7. Build trust 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_private_sector_guidelines_feb2021.pdf


An international organization based in 
Geneva that promotes public-private 
cooperation by engaging political, business 
and other leaders to shape global, regional 
and industry agendas.
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Source: World Economic Forum and McKinsey & Company. Incentivizing Food Systems Transformation.
January 2020.  https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Incentivizing_Food_Systems_Transformation.pdf  
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Canfield et al. Reconfiguring food systems governance: the UNFSS and the battle over authority and legitimacy.
Development. Oct 2021. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00312-1.

UNFSS Aimed to Re-Shape Global Governance 
Structure from Multilateral to Multi-Stakeholder 

Market-Led Governance Approach

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00312-1


UN Collaborations & Partnerships 
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Source: United Nations and The Partnering Initiative. The SDG Partnership Guidebook. A practical guide to building high impact 
multi-stakeholder partnerships for the Sustainable Development Goals. First Edition. 2020.
https://www.thepartneringinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SDG-Partnership-Guidebook-1.0.pdf

https://www.thepartneringinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SDG-Partnership-Guidebook-1.0.pdf


UN System Agencies & Global Partners
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Many actors are engaging through global alliances, 
networks, coalitions to address hunger, food 

insecurity, poor diet, obesity and NCDs
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Source: Kraak VI. Advice for Food Systems Governance Actors to Decide Whether and How to Engage with the Agri-Food and Beverage Industry to 
Address Malnutrition Within the Context of Healthy and Sustainable Food Systems. Comment on "Challenges to Establish Effective Public-Private 
Partnerships to Address Malnutrition in All Its Forms.“  Int J Health Policy Manag. 2021.   
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Food Systems
Food Supply Chains & Food Environments

Source: Committee on World Food Security. Nutrition and food systems. A report by the High Level Panel of Experts 
on Food Security and Nutrition. Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Sept 2017.  
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf.  

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf
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FAO Food Systems Approach

Source: Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) (2017) Nutrition and Food Systems. A report by The High Level 
Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security. Rome: United Nations. 
2017. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf


Agri-Food System Actors or 
Stakeholders
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Source: One Planet and United Nations Environment Programme. Collaborative Framework for Food Systems 
Transformation. A multi-stakeholder pathway for sustainable food systems. 2019.  

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resource/collaborative-framework-food-systems-transformation-multi-stakeholder-pathway-sustainable


Five Dimensions of Sustainability 
for Diets and Health
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Source: Mazac R, Renwick K, Seed B, Black JL. An approach for integrating and analyzing sustainability in food-based dietary 
guidelines. Front Sustain Food Systems. 2021;5(84):1–14. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2021.544072

https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2021.544072
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UN Food Systems Summit 2021
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Source: United Nations Food Systems Summit. 2021. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
and https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks
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UN Food Systems Summit Timeline
February to October 2021

Feb 2021
UN CFS released Voluntary 
Guidelines on Food 
Systems and Nutrition 
(CGFSyN) endorsed by 138 
FAO member states 

Apr 2021
Scientists launched 
online petition to 

boycott UNFSS

July 2021
IPES withdrew from UNFSS

Aug 2021
Ad hoc UNFSS Governance 
Committee & > 100 people 

from 17 countries sent letter 
to UNSG & > 500 African faith 

leaders and agriculturalists 
sent letter to Gates & 

Rockefeller Fdns rejecting 
AGRA approach 

Sept 23, 2021
UNFSS in NYC

Oct 2021
UN released list of 

global coalitions for 4 
action areas



Critiques of UNFSS Planners
Food sovereignty civil society actors & scholar activists 
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1. Summit lacked clarity, transparency and sufficient accountability 
mechanism.

2. Summit used “human rights rhetoric” but did not use human 
rights equity or justice lens to analyze problems and viable 
solutions.

3. Summit overly focused on scientific and technical solutions to 
transform unhealthy and unsustainable food systems even though 
organizers described it as “People’s Summit.” 

4. Summit failed to address corporate power over global food system; 
was dominated and “co-opted” by corporate interests; private-
sector actors portrayed as “investors and innovators”; limited focus 
on their role in predatory marketing practices of unhealthy UPFs 
especially targeted to children globally; vague engagement 
principles shared.  

5. Undermined existing governance structures (UN Committee 
World Food Security) and shifted from multi-literalism to multi-
stakeholderism to reshape global food systems governance. 

Canfield et al. Reconfiguring food systems governance: the UNFSS and the battle over authority and legitimacy. Development. Oct 2021. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00312-1; and Clapp et al. The Food Systems Summit’s failure to address corporate power. Development.
October 2021:1-7. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00303-2. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00312-1
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00303-2


Forms of Protest for UNFSS 2021
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Insights From Past Effective Boycotts
1960s – 1980s
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Digital Activism Could Have 
Been Used More Strategically by 
Civil Society & Scholar Activists
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United Nations Food Systems Summit 2021. 23 September 2021, New York.  https://www.un.org/foodsystemssummit.    

2020-2021: 50 “game changing” 
solution clusters
Sept 2021: ~22,000 people from 180 
countries participated in the UNFSS 
to “Transform Food Systems”

https://www.un.org/foodsystemssummit
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Sources: United Nations Food Systems Summit. 2021. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
and https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks and 
https://foodsystems.community/game-changing-propositions-solution-clusters/

1. UNFSS Outcomes: Evaluate Commitments

> 230 voluntary pledges and commitments were made by
governments, businesses, foundations, civil society
organizations and UN agencies to implement actions
across 5 Action Tracks (streamlined into 4 Action Areas)

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks
https://foodsystems.community/game-changing-propositions-solution-clusters/


UNFSS Outcomes: 4 Action Areas
• Action Area 1: Nourish All People: the Food is Never Waste 

Coalition (Brazil, US, Italy, FAO, UNEP, and others), the School 
Meals Coalition: Nutrition, Health and Education for Every Child
(Argentina, Finland, Burkina Faso, FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP, 
WHO and others), and the Healthy Diets from Sustainable Food 
Systems for Children and all Coalition (Denmark, Sweden, 
Switzerland, FAO, UNEP, UNICEF, WHO, and others).

• Action Area 2: Boost Nature-based Solutions of Production: 
the Agroecology Coalition (Costa Rica, Philippines, Switzerland, 
CGIAR, FAO, UNEP, WFP, and others), and The Coalition for 
Aquatic/Blue Foods (Bangladesh, Fiji, FAO, WorldFish, and 
others).

• Action Area 3: Advance Equitable Livelihoods, Decent Work, 
and Empowered Communities: Decent Work and Living 
Incomes and Wages Coalition (Dominican Republic, IFAD, ILO, 
CARE and others).

• Action Area 4: Build Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks, and 
Stresses: Social Protection for Food Systems Transformation 
Coalition (Chile, Ethiopia, FAO, ILO, UNICEF, WFP and others).
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https://unnutrition.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29563f1fe06cff1ab8137ee56&id=ee9c42664d&e=c3be545aec
https://unnutrition.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29563f1fe06cff1ab8137ee56&id=948e39ccc5&e=c3be545aec
https://unnutrition.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29563f1fe06cff1ab8137ee56&id=7d3982ce0a&e=c3be545aec
https://unnutrition.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29563f1fe06cff1ab8137ee56&id=5e2b6290ad&e=c3be545aec
https://unnutrition.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29563f1fe06cff1ab8137ee56&id=b2a6212698&e=c3be545aec


Reflections 
1. Convening UNFSS important post-COVID but was one of 

several UN Summits in 2021 
• Oct 2021: COP 26 in Glasgow to address climate change commitments 
• Dec 2021: Nutrition for Growth Summit in Tokyo for undernutrition  

2. UN Secretary General & UNSSS planners
• Politically pragmatic or complicit by not addressing corporate power 

and control of food systems at UNFSS?
• Underutilized existing UN (WFS, FAO & WHO) technical reports
• Inadequate private-sector engagement guidelines
• UNFSS had tight control over social media/digital narrative 

3. Global governance: multi-lateral to multi-stakeholder shift
• What strategies and tools can civil society and scholar activists use hold 

govts and private-sector actors accountable for policies and practices?  
4. Reconcile conflicting future food system visions 

• Sustainability, vision for food systems transition and transformation

35



Evaluate Accountability Actions for  
Actors in UNFSS Global Coalitions

36
Source: Swinburn B. The Accountability Pact. 2021. https://www.accountabilitypact.org/.

https://www.accountabilitypact.org/
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Sources: Fanzo J et al. The Food Systems Dashboard is a new tool to inform better food policy. Nat Food. 2020;1:243–246. 
Johns Hopkins University. Food Systems Dashboard. June 2020. http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/about-food-system

Food Systems Dashboard
Identifies 5 food system types x 146 countries
“describe, diagnose, decide how to improve diets”

We need clearer descriptions of future food system typologies….

1. Develop roadmap to achieve healthy, equitable, resilient and sustainable (i.e., 
economic, social, environment) food system typologies 6 and 7 and 8.

2. Decide how govt policies to incentivize and regulate technologies & conveniences of 
modern food systems (i.e., digital technology and commerce, biometric info & 
privacy) to avoid consequences for people and the planet.

http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/about-food-system
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Future Food Systems Transition & Transformation
Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives
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Future Food Systems Transition & Transformation
Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives
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4. Future Food Systems Transition 
& Transformation

Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives
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