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Discussion Points

Rationale for UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) Sept 2021

* Previous UN Summits had focused on hunger & food insecurity (1974,
1996, 2002 and 2009)

+ Shift from multi-lateral to multi-stakeholder governance to enable UN
System & agencies to support “Food Systems Transformation”

Planning: UN agencies and key actors

Timeline: Actors involved in protesting and UNFSS boycott
Response: UN Secretary General and other organizers
Outcomes: Global coalitions for 4 action areas

Reflections on future actions for actors to strengthen
governance and accountability for safe, healthy, green, fair
& affordable (equitable), resilient and sustainable food
systems




UN Secretary General and WEF Chairman
Announced Strategic Partnership Framework
June 2019
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Climate change
Health

Digital cooperation
Gender equality &
empowerment of
women

5. Education
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* The UN-Forum Partnership was signed in a meeting held at United Nations headquarters

between UN Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres and World Economic Founder and
Executive Chairman Klaus Schwab to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda

for Sustainable Development

Source: World Economic Forum. World Economic Forum and UN Sign Strategic Partnership Framework. June 13, 2019.
https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/06/world-economic-forum-and-un-sign-strategic-partnership-framework/.



https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/06/world-economic-forum-and-un-sign-strategic-partnership-framework/

The Food Systems Summit will serve as a turning point in the world’s journey
to achieve the SDGs.

“Transforming food systems is crucial for delivering

_ . all the Sustainable Development Goals.”
With 10 years to go, we are not on track to achieve many of

the SDGs. - Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General, 2019

There is scientific consensus that transforming food
systems also offers one of the single strongest
opportunities we have to change course and realize the
vision of the 2030 Agenda, and to support the Secretary-
General’s call to “build back better” from COVID-19.

The Summit will unleash bold new actions, innovative
solutions, and strategies to transform our food systems and
leverage these shifts to deliver progress across all of the
SDGs.
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United Nations

2019-2021: UN agencies and partners organized activities that
culminated in UNFSS held in NYC on Sept 23, 2021.
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Aid allocated to nutrition has high returns a Being poor limits the ability of individuals
$1 investment in nutirtion has demonstrated to access adequate food
a $16 return in economic growth T
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War and conflict are major under- Agriculture and food security
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Up to 45% of deaths
Soil degradation threaten
our ability to grow food

in children under 5 are

OF ALLTHE SDGS |

Optimal nutrition is essential for achieving g oy
several of the Sustainable Development oo oo
Goals, and many SDGs impact nutrition se- :

Achieving
the SDGs

Learning and focusing in
school is difficult without
a sufficient diet

05

curity. Nutrition is hence linked to goals and o 12 ) : o N
indicators beyond Goal 2 which addresses degadtion s ey forsha- : | income, chidren heslth and nu
. L . r.ing resources and.impro- o trition improve at a greater rate
hunger. A multisectoral nutrition security e 08
N High levels of malnutrition  Access to safe water and
in some countries may re- nitation is an absol
approaCh IS necessary for success. sult in an 11%IosstoéDP ;r:er;caqziositesfzr:uiz;;ﬁ

Governments, private sector and civil
society actors must work with UN
System agencies to raise US $172.5
trillion to achieve the 17 goals and 169
targets in the SDG Agenda (2015-2030).

UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF UN Decade of Action on Nutrition Secretariat
ACTION ON NUTRITION Food and Agriculture ‘y’/@! \y World Health
I~

sSpeeNveINes GRS Organization of the &Y e
2016-2025 United Nations ‘i\ﬁ 4% Organization




UN Food Systems Summit Timeline

June 2019 to Dec 2020

Jun 2019 Oct 2019 Dec 2019

UN & WEF Partnership UNFSS 2021 Dr. Agnes Kalibata, President of
Announced on AGRA, appointed as Special Envoy

World Food Day for UNFSS 2021
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stakeholders to come together
FSY  around the 2030 Agenda, and indeed
we can only succeed in progress with

3 the leadership of all actors in their B ] LL d‘,
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Jan 2020
Global Food Sovereignty actors Feb — Dec 2020
(IPCFS) sent letter to UNSG re: Leadership & planning for
WEF, AGRA & CFS for UNFSS UNFSS 2021 selected by UN
Deputy SG, Amina Mohammed
& Dr. Agnes Kabata
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There is significant space for all
stakeholders to come together
around the 2030 Agenda, and indeed
we can only succeed in progress with
the leadership of all actors in their

l, own right and with additional multi-
b stakeholder coalitions, at local,

E ational, and global levels.

UN Special Envoy Agnes Kalibata

FOODSOVEREIGNTY.ORG

CSOs Letter on UN Food Systems Summit - International
7 Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC)




Summit Rationale
The Global Syndemic: undernutrition, obesity and climate change

gl ; “The Global Syndemic represents
T H E L A N C E T : - Lo o theparamount health challenge

January 201%

for humans, the environment,

, . " o - Y il _ and our planetinthe
The Global Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition and i : a1 P i 4 ’ ' "
Climate Change: The Lancet Commission report : SO by & 21st century.

FXUH (184123
NASDAQ . . o
£038.984 The Global Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition

and Climate Change

THE LANCET The best science for better lives

FAUR ( /23)
NASDAQ

“The current food systems are
6938.984

becoming more industrialised,
The Global Syndemic represents the Paramount globalised, and dominated by
health challenge for humans, the environment, . Wl ¥ b | _ .
and our planet in the 21st century.” .. <1 - large actors capable of economies

TR WORLD e mesaoo T igt | of scale and of maintaining long

Sesand BESITY il h ORA supply chains.”

The Global Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition
and Climate Change

Source: Swinburn B, Kraak V, Allender S et al. The global syndemic of obesity, undernutrition, and climate change: The Lancet
Commission report. The Lancet. 2019:393:791-846. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8.


https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8

Global Food System is
Unhealthy & Unsustainable

* Global Syndemic = three interacting pandemics that
include obesity, undernutrition, climate change

 Common system drivers = food, transport, energy,
urban design and land use

* Policy inertia = weak/inetfective policies by decision-
makers, opposition by commercial vested interests, and
lack of public and civil society demand for change

* Coordinated triple-duty actions by many actors
needed to achieve healthy people and planet

Source: Swinburn B, Kraak V, Allender S et al. The global syndemic of obesity, undernutrition, and climate change:
The Lancet Commission report. The Lancet. 2019:393:791-846. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32822-8.
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Six Food Security Dimensions

(o 3y HLPE 7@ SUSTAINABLE £™ &
@V DEVELOPMENT “ALS

Panel of Experts

Security

Recognize need for radical

transformation of food systems Availability
(productive &
prosperous)

View FSN as a system interconnected

with other systems and sectors Access (equitable) ?r:;?r::?:tlrl:'t:l 7ERO

Utilization (healthy Agency '
& nutritious) (empowering)

Stability
(diverse &
resilient)

CRITICAL POLICY ELEMENTS SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS THAT SUPPORT THE SIX SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS,
INTERCONNECTED DIMENSIONS OF FOOD SECURITY ESPECIALLY SDG 2 - ZERO HUNGER

Source: Committee on World Food Security. Food Security and Nutrition: Building a Global Narrative Towards 2030.
2020. http://www.fao.org/3/cagz31en/cagz3ien.pdf.



http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf

UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF
ACTION ON NUTRITION

9P 000GV OOPOSOEDITOIOOSOTPTPPIDS

UNITED NATIONS 2016-2025

REGARDING THE HEALTH ASPECT

SUSTAINABLE
HEALTHY
DIETS...

165

Source: FAO and WHO. Sustainable Healthy Diets - Guiding Principles. Rome: FAO and WHO, 2019.

11


http://www.fao.org/3/ca6640en/ca6640en.pdf
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Governance

* Governance is the “total political, organizational, and
administrative processes through which actors or
stakeholders (i.e., governments, private-sector
businesses, foundations, non-governmental organization
interest groups and civil society) articulate their
interests, exercise their legal rights, make decisions,
mediate their differences, and meet their obligations.

* Implicit in governance are...
» political ideology
* politics

* power




Multi-lateral vs. Multi-stakeholder
Governance

February 2021 CFS 2021/47/7/Rev.1

";\1 UNITED NATIONS
= -
S SUNNIT 202
COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD UN Food Systems Summit 2021 - Private Sector Engagement Guidelines
SECURITY

Seven Engagement Principles

Forty-seventh Session
"“Making a Difference in Food Security and Nulrition "

8-11 February 2021

1. Actwith urgency
2. Commit to the Summit
i : 3. Berespectful
e © 4. Recognize complexity

. 5. Embrace multi-stakeholder

A. 2.1 OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSE
. . .
L. PART 3 - THE VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON FOOD SYSTEMS AND NUTRITION lnC lus IVItY

THE CFS VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON FOOD SYSTEMS AND
NUTRITION (VGFSyN)

Table of Contents

B. 22 NATURE, SCOPE AND INTENDED USERS 10
13

A. 3.1- TRANSPARENT, DEMOCRATIC AND ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNANCE ..... 14 6 ( j 1 t th l K f‘ th
3.1.1 Prometing policy coordination and coherence by integrating food systems and nutrition . O mp e m e n e O r O O e rs
into local, national and regional development: 14 .
3.1.2 Strengthening multisectoral, multistakeholder and multilevel coordination and actions:... 15 7 . Bull d tr l l St
3.1.3 Creating accountability mechanisms and tools for, monitoring and evaluation: ............. 15

3.1.4 Strengthening participation and inclusion of indigenous peoples and local communities in
food systems: 16

Sources: Committee on World Food Security. Food Security and Nutrition: Building a Global Narrative Towards 2030. 2020.
http://www.fao.org/3/cagz31en/cagz3ien.pdf; and UNFSS 2021 - Private Sector Engagement Guidelines. February 2021.
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss private sector guidelines feb2o21.pdf.
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http://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_private_sector_guidelines_feb2021.pdf

An international organization based in
Geneva that promotes public-private
cooperation by engaging political, business
and other leaders to shape global, regional
and industry agendas.

Can support the behavior shift of consumers to achieve food
and farmers through four incentive pathways system aspirations

Research /
thought
leaders -
Repurposing =, Sustainable
public investment =

Civil and policies

Society

Business model

! ; Nutritious
innovation

Private

sector gl
Institutional

investments () Inclusive

Development

bafhers Consumer

behavioural

change Efficient

Government

Source: World Economic Forum and McKinsey & Company. Incentivizing Food Systems Transformation. W
January 2020. https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Incentivizing_Food_Systems_Transformation.pdf
VIRGINIA TECH
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UNFSS Aimed to Re-Shape Global Governance
Structure from Multilateral to Multi-Stakeholder

Market-Led Governance Approach

Development
https://doi.org/10.1057/541301-021-00312-1

UPFRONT n')
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Reconfiguring Food Systems Governance: The UNFSS and the Battle
Over Authority and Legitimacy

Matthew C. Canfield' - Jessica Duncan? - Priscilla Claeys®

© Society for International Development 2021

Abstract
The UNFoodSytm\S immit was an ambitis u\andh tly contested event that brought competing approaches to global food
s arti und how food systems should be governed,
ty and legitimacy. We illustrate hwblh
ic authority of food systems as
untability.

Keywords Multilateralism - Multi-stakeholderism - UN Committee on World Food Security

EC)NOMIC

Multistakeholderism: a new way for corporations
and their new partners to try to govern the world

By
C
-

CLIMATE FINANCE

SLHOIY NVINNH |

Canfield et al. Reconfiguring food systems governance: the UNFSS and the battle over authority and legitimacy.
Development. Oct 2021. https://doi.org/10.1057/541301-021-00312-1.
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UN Collaborations & Partnerships
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Source: United Nations and The Partnering Initiative. The SDG Partnership Guidebook. A practical guide to building high impact
multi-stakeholder partnerships for the Sustainable Development Goals. First Edition. 2020.
https://www.thepartneringinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SDG-Partnership-Guidebook-1.0.pdf
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UN System Agencies & Global Partners
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ScalingUp
Nutrition

63 countries are leading
\ a global movement
" to end malnutrition
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PHOTOSS@UNICEF

The UNFSS representsa key milestone in the Year anctmn fcr Nutrition, which kicked off in De
—‘—F'é—rl dnd l‘.| CuUirm '1 = —1 ': 12 r\l |_[__ 3 r :":_”“__ ‘:_'__""'::"‘" L £ S _:"_'E"-‘"r_':'_ Ay .-"-_'_' Jsive and eq
recovery from LI e C- AY I D-19 pandemic will not be achieved unless people’s nutrition is impro

a5 gocd nu trition is an indis spensabie Toung lation to lift anviauals, tTamilies, anda nat S OUl O poOve

safeguard _4 alels

| P all its fosrms
T™H | in all its formes.
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NUTRITION

ENGAGE » INSPIRE = INVEST

A SUN Movement Call to Action for Nutrition ahead of
the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit:

A multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder approach
to nutrition must be front and centre in food
systems transformation

d health. We must make use of this h|5tor|c opportunity for governments, donors th-:

private sector, UN agencies, and civil society to step up and announce bold commitments at the
UNFSS to drive progress against the global nutrition targets.
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A SUN Movement Call to Action for Nutrition ahead of
the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit:

A multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder approach
to nutrition must be front and centre in food
systems transformation

ScalingUp
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UN Network
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N ’JEK
Civil Society Network () (O Business Network

Country

® o : o
(% ﬁ' Networi A

Donor Network () © United Nations Network

———

SUN Movement Coordinator, Lead
Group, Executive Committee and
Secretariat

In this regard, the SUN Movement azks the UNFSS Secretariat and all stakeholders involved in the
upcoming Summit to join forces and ensure that:

+ Mutritio ey driver for food systerm throughout the UNFSS
agenda and panel discussions, and that all » far f 1 Fr

+ The Summit is inclusive and ensures a balanoed representatlon of stakeholders, pmvldlng
meamngful r ) I v P L

+ Private sector representatives - from multinational companies te small enterprises - commit to

The Summit weaves all sectms mgether to enable a true systemm tran-shrmatmn to |mprwe
nutntmn.

&

The Summit upholds the systemic approach with an accountability mechanism that transparently
engages all sectors and stakeholders and ensures links with other global summits and processes

The SUN Movement remains determined to support the success of the UNF5S

VIRGINIA TECH




Many actors are engaging through global alliances,
networks, coalitions to address hunger, food
insecurity, poor diet, obesity and NCDs

1. Markets and Value Chains

Five Dimensions of Sustainability for Diets and Food Systems

2. Food Security and Agriculture 3. Environment and Ecosystems 4. Sociocultural and Political 5. Health and Nutrition

Improve livelihocds, availability and Improve agricultural productivity, Improve environmental stewardship, Improve equity, human labor conditions Improve consumer demand, food safety and
affordability of healthy sustainable diets food safety, food and nutrition soil and water health, preserve and animal welfare nutri}ion seculrity (diet qualify) to red.uce'
security, and dietary diversity biodiversity and regenerative agriculture wasting, stunting, micronutrient deficiencies,
obesity and non-communicable disease risks
.......................................................... Global and Reg")nal Alliances, Networks and Partnersh“)s B TR P P TP e P DT P PP R R PP TR PECETE PETREP )
: CONSERVATION ALLIANCE . . PO | :
! Food Fortification Initiative BAL M7, g 3
4 A COLLER INITIATIVE Enhancing Grains for Healthier Lives GLO! OULEGHMN = ScalingUp Business Network Al :
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—— - , !
: Global Water s AlAMSB '
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& * Towards o water secure world QS /" ONTHE GLOBAL AGENDA 3 . \ alliance
H . . o -
: » i [ < it ~em World - . i atz iy (DAY pEmRERO Mo (BiMBO) Aollmgy
ICPEN &= CPw HNTWASHING st it v €Apf - it ifba '8 5
T ‘The EU Food Fraud Network and 5 _ :
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It - » ALLIANCE = o
............................................................................ National A"iances' Networks and Part“erships ............................................................................5
s G SOV, r?‘owsa% L] .
— u.s. FooD AR V| 5 D \ Y. trealiiance SR, PARINERSHIP FIR A :
Food and Agnculture Cimate Aliance SOVERE‘I:GIITV ;.‘ES fll % {NAFSA \\ Qend hunger HEALTHY b 8 ] FEDLCTION HEMAéTRi‘:ICEK .
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= Wy N "J\ WEIGHT -
: - MMITMENT
Il Sustainable IANCE FOR 4 Healthy Food : 4
: k NFVA W@? Food Policy HEALTHIER Partnershlp R — L RECOVERY
: ITeVEG NationalFrit & ALLIANCE GENERATION A Nl e o i ks NETWORK
] 1 {CE legetable Alliance ro T .
.............................................. Global, Regional and National Forums, Multi-Stakeholder Platforms and Coalitions .---cooovvvviiniiiniiiiiiiiaiiian,

{ WORLD
i ECONOMIC me
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»é

&89 & World Business Council for
Sustainable Development

INTERNATIONAL R - 1 Bayer BCG =5~ € ionos CWpW T CERMAG /_w\ i .
FOOD = N @. “yoanone  Deloltte UD;M HEND o= @ avori * 2
: | - o
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COALITION i
@ WO NOlam B oo @eromix  Quantis )
EU Platform on Diet, THE HEALTHY <}— Portion Balance
Sigma  som ’ symrise ) syngenta ! E Physical Activity and Health LIVING COALITION —

Source: Kraak VI. Advice for Food Systems Governance Actors to Decide Whether and How to Engage with the Agri-Food and Beverage Industry to
Address Malnutrition Within the Context of Healthy and Sustainable Food Systems. Comment on "Challenges to Establish Effective Public-Private
Partnerships to Address Malnutrition in All Its Forms.“ Int ] Health Policy Manag. 2021.
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Food Systems
Food Supply Chains & Food Environments

w Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Food quality Production
and safety (availability)
9 A\
o
5 2
o Prompnon, St_oral_ge _and a
E advertising and distribution
cC information 2
= Food S
> m O
2 systems &S
® Economic access Processing g_
O (affordability) and packaging
Qo =.
S >
5
Availability and .
. Retail and
physical access e

(proximity)

Source: Adapted wheel concept from Ranganathan et al. (2016).

Source: Committee on World Food Security. Nutrition and food systems. A report by the High Level Panel of Experts
on Food Security and Nutrition. Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Sept 2017.

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf.
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FAO Food Systems Ap

Figure 1

Conceptual framework of food systems for diets and nutrition
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Innovation
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Source: Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) (2017) Nutrition and Food Systems. A report by The High Level

Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security. Rome: United Nations.
2017. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7846e.pdf
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Agri-Food System Actors or

Stakeholders
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Farmers Food industry Civil society Business International
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Distributors Food industry Research Marginalized Governments
suppliers institutions groups
Y )
oy || &8 || < || &2
Catering & Retailers Consumer Consumers Banks
hospitality information

organizations

Agriculture & Health
livestock
é ”
a'ate
Environment Education
EEE %
Industry & Finance
trade

leons made by Freepik & Nice and Serous from www.(laticon.com

Source: One Planet and United Nations Environment Programme. Collaborative Framework for Food Systems W

Transformation. A multi-stakeholder pathway for sustainable food systems. 2019.
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Five Dimensions of Sustainability
for Diets and Health
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Source: Mazac R, Renwick K, Seed B, Black JL. An approach for integrating and analyzing sustainability in food-based dietary
guidelines. Front Sustain Food Systems. 2021;5(84):1-14. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2021.544072
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UN Food Systems Summit 2021

Overview of Areas of Work to Deliver on the Food Systems Summit Vision

We are moving forward an ambitious process to make this both a “People’s Summit” and a “Solutions Summit”, and the
following image depicts how all components come together.
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Action Track 1:
Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all

Action Track 1 will work to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition and reduce the incidence of
non-communicable disease, enabling all people to be nourished and healthy. This goal requires that
all people at all times have access to sufficient quantities of affordable and safe food products.
Achieving the goal means increasing the availability of nutritious food, making food more affordable
and reducing inequities in access to food.

Updates:

December 2020: Public Forum - Re

ACCESS PUBLIC SURVEY

- W

Action Track 3:
Boost nature-positive production

Action Track 3 will work to optimize envirenmental resource use in foed production, processing and
distribution, thereby reducing biodiversity loss, pollution, water use, soil degradation and greenhouse
gas emissions. In its pursuit of this goal, the Action Track will aim to deepen understanding of the
constraints and opportunities facing smallholder farmers and small-scale enterprises along the
food value chain. It will also strive to support food system governance that realigns incentives to
reduce food losses and other negative environmental impacts.

Updates:

December 2020: Discussion Starter Pape

[

A

Action Track 2:
Shift to sustainable consumption patterns

Action Track 2 will work te build consumer demand for sustainably produced food, strengthen local
value chains, improve nutrition, and promote the reuse and recycling of food resources, especially
among the most vulnerable. This Action Track recognizes that we need to eliminate wasteful
patterns of food consumption; it also recognizes that we need to facilitate a transition in diets
towards more nutritious foods that require fewer resources to produce and transport

Updates:

December 2020

scussion Starter Paper_f»_ | Public Forum - .Watct!.?).

ACCESS PUBLIC SURVEY
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Action Track 5:

Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

Action Track 5 will work to ensure the continued functionality of sustainable food systems in areas
that are prone to conflict or natural disasters. The Action Track will also promote global action to
protect food supplies from the impacts of pandemics. The ambition behind Action Track 5 is to
ensure that all people within a food system are empowered to prepare for, withstand, and recover
from instability. Action Track 5 also aims to help people everywhere participate in food systems that,
despite shocks and stressors, deliver food security, nutrition and equitable livelihoods for all.

Updates:

December 2020: Discussion Starter Paper» | Public Forum - Watch»

ACCESS PUBLIC SURVEY

Action Track 4:
Advance equitable livelihoods

Action Track 4 will work to contribute to the elimination of poverty by prometing full and productive
employment and decent work for all actors along the food value chain, reducing risks for the world's
poorest, enabling entrepreneurship and addressing the inequitable access to resources and
distribution of value. Action Track 4 will improve resilience through social protection and seek to
ensure that food systems “leave no one behind.”

Updates:
December 2020

ACCESS PUBLIC SURVEY

4l Public Forum -

5

¥

N

”

Source: United Nations Food Systems Summit. 2021. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
and https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks.
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UN Food Systems Summit Timeline

February to October 2021
UN.CFS. released Voluntary Scientists launched IPES withdrew from UNFSS
Guidelines on Food l ..
Systems and Nutrition online petition to ipesFoo
(CGFSyN) endorsed by 138 boycott UNFSS
FAO member states ifigf\tists Boycott the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit OPEN LETTER I’ o ~

New science
anel would be
ummit’s most

damaging legacy

icsxv\

COMMITTEE ON

WORLD FOOD Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples’ Mechanism
SECURITY for relations with the UN Committee onWorld Food Security

UN”EU NMlUNS :
Oct 2021

UN Food Systems Summit 2021 - Private Sector Engagement Guidelines UN released list of
» Sept 23, 2021 global coalitions for 4

Aug 2021 UNFSS in NYC action areas
Ad hoc UNFSS Governance

LA DN ©
Committee & > 100 people g@i& ‘ UEIEIEE‘PLATILDP{S ‘ ‘ L/"
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to UNSG & > 500 African faith >
leaders and agriculturalists (@) SUSTAINABLE ™ ™ ALS
sent letter to Gates & & DEVELOPMENT \J "’ @ ‘o
Rockefeller Fdns rejecting
AGRA approach AL
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Critiques of UNFSS Planners

Food sovereignty civil society actors & scholaractivists

1. Summit lacked clarity, transparency and sufficient accountability
mechanism.

2. Summit used “human rights rhetoric” but did not use human
rights equity or justice lens to analyze problems and viable
solutions.

3.  Summit overly focused on scientific and technical solutions to
transform unhealthy and unsustainable food systems even though
organizers described it as “People’s Summit.”

4. Summit failed to address corporate power over global food system;
was dominated and “co-opted” by corporate interests; private-
sector actors portrayed as “investors and innovators”; limited focus
on their role in preci,atory marketing practices of unhealthy UPFs
especially targeted to children globally; vague engagement
principles shared.

5. Undermined existing governance structures (UN Committee
World Food Security) and shifted from multi-literalism to multi-
stakeholderism to reshape global food systems governance.

Canfield et al. Reconfiguring food systems governance: the UNFSS and the battle over authority and legitimacy. Development. Oct 2021.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-021-00312-1; and Clapp et al. The Food Systems Summit’s failure to address corporate power. Development.
October 2021:1-7. https://doi.org/10.1057/541301-021-00303-2.
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Forms of Protest for UNFSS 2021
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Dismantling Democracy and
Resetting Corporate Control of Food
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This article analyzes the development and organization of the United Nations Food
Systems Summit (UNFSS), which is being convened by UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres in late 2021. Although few people wil dispute that global food systems need
transformation, it has become Clear that the Summit is instead an effort by a powerful
aliance of muttinational corporations, philanthropies, and export-oriented countries to
subvert multiateral institutions of food governance and capture the global narrative of
“food systems transformation.” This article places the upcoming Summit in the context
of previous world food summits and analyzes concerns that have been voiced by many
within civil society. It elaborates how the current structure and forms of participant
recruitment and public engagement lack basic transparency and accountabilty, fail to
address significant conficts of interest, and ignore human rights. As the COVID-19
pandermic iluminates the structural vuinerabilties of the neoliberal model of food systems
and the consequences of climate change for food production, a high-level commitment
to equitable and sustainable food systems is needed now more than ever. However, the
authors suggest that the UNFSS instead seems to follow a trajectory in which efforts to
govern global food systems in the public interest has been subverted to maintain colonial
and corporate forms of control.
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All hat and no cattle: Accountability following the UN food systems summit tes

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Keywords
Food systems
Accountability
Food policy
Climate change
Food security
Human health

‘The United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) is an important moment to garner political and financial
attention to the challenges that food systems face. It is a difficult moment with many competing national and
global priorities including massive inequities, rapid climate change and a global pandemic. It will be important
for the UNFSS to build in robust accountability mechanisms to ensure that commitments to address food systems
challenges are upheld, and that these mechanisms align to already existing frameworks towards sustainable
development. While the UNFSS may be impressive in its planning, without accountability of what, who, and by
when, it could fall short in its execution. We, as the Editors of the Global Food Security Journal articulate the
importance of accountability to ensure the UNFSS is not just ‘all hat and no cattle.’

thebmjopinion Latest
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UN food systems summit leaders must not remain silent on its inadequate

rules of engagement with commercial actors
eptember 1,2021

The pre-summit to Septernber’s United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS), held in Rome at the end of July

2021, confirmed the fears of a broad range of international actors that the UNFSS model allows for corporate

capture of international policy on healthy and sustainable food systems. Coverage in the BBC Food Programme

demonstrates that concerns have moved into the mainstream, despite the hopes of manv that tha LINFRS ranld

still help fix a broken food system.

Toe UN P EET
The UN Food Systems Summit i taking place b

later this year at a crucial time. Food systems
are manifestly failing to enhance human
health, social equity or environmental protec-
tion. One symptom is the pandemic of obesity
and related non-communicable discases w
their vast consequences. As we show
one of the main drivers of this pandemic s
the transformation in food processing. In
the modem, globalised food system,
types of food processing that preserve oo,
es and make

asier and more
g replaced by
deleterious types of processing whose
delet types of b
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diverse, have been and are b
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processed foods and freshly prey
and meals. The Summit has a unique oppor-
amitous change, and
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tunityto confront
to recommend effective policies and actions
10 UN agencies and member states.

PROCESSING AND INDUSTRY

The key issue here is the nature, purpose and

& I the modem, globalsed food system, useful types
of industrial food processing that preserve foods, en-
‘hance their sensory properties and make their culi-
Ny preparation easier and more diverse, have bogn
‘and are being repiaced by food ultra-processing.
‘The main purpose of food ulira-processing is to
increase prots by creaiing hyperpalatable and
convenient food products that are grossly inferior
imitations of minimally processed foods and freshly
prepared dishes and meals.
» In the lzst decades, obesiy, fype 2 dizbetes and
relted diseases have become global epidemics,
leading the health systems of many countries to or
beyond brealng paint.
‘Taken together, the totality of evidence summarised
here shows beyond reasonable doubt that increased
consumpton of ultra-processed foods is a major
mmmmummmmwnm
tes and related diseases.
> The 2021 UN Food System has a unique opportunity
10 urge countries to implement policy inerventions
required to reduce ulra-processed food production,
distibution and consumption, whie simutaneously
making fresh or minimally processed foods more
available, accessible and affordable.

v

v

Development
https://doi.org/10.1057/541301-021-00303-2

THEMATIC SECTION

Chock for
Eheck X

The Food Systems Summit’s Failure to Address Corporate Power

Jennifer Clapp’ - Indra Noyes? . Zachary Grant?

@ Society for International Development 2021

Abstract
Based on analysis of documentation ass
which the Summit failed to address the problem of corporate power in food systems in a meaningful way. Fi

ciated with the UN Food Systems Summit process, we identify three main ways in
the Summit

was ‘strategically silent’ on the problem of corporate power, mentioning the problem only very infrequently and in a way
that failed to identify corporations as holding disproportionate power in food systems. Second, it advanced technology and
innovation-based solutions that benefit large agrifood companies rather than seeking structural transformation of food sys-
tems. Third, it gave corporations a priority seat at the table by engaging them in various settings in the lead up to the Summit.

Keywords Corporations - Strategic silence - Technology and innovation - Food systems governance



Insights From Past Effective Boycotts
1960s — 1980s
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Digital Activism Could Have
Been Used More Strategically by
Civil Society & Scholar Activists

Thousands mobilize to call for
food systems that empower
people, not companies
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2020-2021: 50 “game changing”
UNITED NATIONS solution clusters
Illﬂl h Sept 2021: ~22,000 people from 180
countries participated in the UNFSS

THE PEOPLE'S  toTransform Food Systems’

UMMIT |

HAS ARRIVED

SEPT 23 | NEW YORK | #UNFSS2021

Q
UNITED NATIONS
% FOOD SYSTEMS
SUMMIT 2021

The People’s Plenary — Accelerating Action Official Opening - Coming Through on Action Leader Statements, Multi-stakeholder

for the Future We Want for People, Planet & Prosperity Commitments, and Constituency Voices

Carrying forward the vision and momentum Leaders Statements (part 1)
for 2030

United Nations Food Systems Summit 2021. 23 September 2021, New York. https://www.un.org/foodsystemssummit.
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1. UNFSS Outcomes: Evaluate Commitments

> 230 voluntary pledges and commitments were made by
governments, businesses, foundations, civil society
organizations and UN agencies to implement actions
across 5 Action Tracks (streamlined into 4 Action Areas)

SUMMIT 2021 Commitments registry Activity Feed English ~ Q
COMMUNITY
=

Coalitions in the context of the Food Systems Summit

Each programme of national dialogues has led to the identification of strengths and vulnerabilities in the national
food system, often calling for further collaboration on specific issues involving multiple stakeholders and cutting
across a range of sectors, often involving more than one country, within a defined region or internationally.

Sources: United Nations Food Systems Summit. 2021. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
and https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks and
https://foodsystems.community/game-changing-propositions-solution-clusters/
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Action Area 1: Nourish All People: the Food is Never Waste

UNFSS Outcomes: 4 Action Areas
8
.‘
: Coalition (Brazil, US, Italy, FAO, UNEP, and others), the School
Meals Coalition: NutI‘ItIOH Health and Education for Every ory Child

S (Argentina, Finland, Burkina Faso, FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP,
WHO and others) and the HealthV Diets from Sustainable Food

‘ J I Systems for Children and all Coalition (Denmark, Sweden,
Switzerland, FAO, UNEP, UNICEF, WHO, and others).

Action Area 2: Boost Nature-based Solutions of Production:
the Agroecology Coalition (Costa Rica, Philippines, Switzerland,
GIAR FAO, UNEP, WFP, and others) and The Coalition for

at1c/Blue Foods (Bangladesh Fiji, FAO, WorldFish, and
ot ers).

Action Area 3: Advance Equitable Livelihoods, Decent Work,
and Empowered Communities: Decent Work and Living
Incomes and Wages Coalition (Dominican Republic, IFAD, ILO,
CARE and others).

Action Area 4: Build Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks, and

Stresses: Social Protection for Food Systems Transformation
Coalition (Chile, Ethiopia, FAO, ILO, UNICEF, WFP and others).

E % %4 s

3&

?i’e

\
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Reflections

1. Convening UNFSS important post-COVID but was one of
several UN Summits in 2021

* Oct2021: COP 26 in Glasgow to address climate change commitments
* Dec 2021: Nutrition for Growth Summit in Tokyo for undernutrition
2. UN Secretary General & UNSSS planners

* Politically pragmatic or complicit by not addressing corporate power
and control of food systems at UNFSS?

» Underutilized existing UN (WFS, FAO & WHO) technical reports
* Inadequate private-sector engagement guidelines
» UNFSS had tight control over social media/digital narrative
3. Global governance: multi-lateral to multi-stakeholder shift

* What strategies and tools can civil society and scholar activists use hold
govts and private-sector actors accountable for policies and practices?

4. Reconcile conflicting future food system visions

* Sustainability, vision for food systems transition and transformation
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Evaluate Accountability Actions for
Actors in UNFSS Global Coalitions

The Accountability Pact Webinar Programme

01 September 2021 i
0’
",
13:00 CEST, 07:00 EDT, 21:00 AEST & “%,
& 8,
This 2-hour webinar will launch An International Pact on Monitoring for ¢ : .% %ﬂl‘%
Accountability for Action on Food Systems: 'The Accountability Pact', linking
people from around the world involved in food systems maonitoring and 1SET
bringing them up to date with international activities and actions on monitoring the Account
for accountability ahead of the United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS)
in late September 2021. BRresponD 4-"'0"D %
to the Account to Account sf
A
There will be presenters from the current major food monitoring systems giving %»o @""
i i i loe %“
an update of the future directions for their work and how you can become "'e,,‘s
engaged. See the programme below. 1

IDENTIFY the value of robust, independent monitoring of food systems as a catalyst within
the Accountability Cycle (roles for monitoring systems shown in italics)
1) Setting the account: defining the objectives and targets for action (converting
high-level commitments to measurable indicators);
2) Taking the account: measuring progress towards targets (monitoring food
policies, actions, environments, systems, and consumption);
3) Sharing the account: communicating the results to decision-makers (translating
the research into accessible evidence);
4) Holding to account: providing incentives and disincentives for those in power to
act (supporting the voices of other actors, eg civil society groups and investors);
5) Responding to the account: taking action to improve food systems (supporting
action with evidence and expertise).

Source: Swinburn B. The Accountability Pact. 2021. https://www.accountabilitypact.org/.
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“CUNIVERSITY

Food Systems Dashboard wgain @

HOPKINS
Identifies 5 food system types x 146 countries }x

“describe, diagnose, decide how to improve diets” DT G)AgaNut - Moo s
RURAL AND INFORMAL AND EMERGING AND
TRADITIONAL EXPANDING DIVERSIFYING

We need clearer descriptions of future food system typologies....

1. Develop roadmap to achieve healthy, equitable, resilient and sustainable (i.e.,
economic, social, environment) food system typologies 6 and 7 and 8.

2. Decide how govt policies to incentivize and regulate technologies & conveniences of
modern food systems (i.e., digital technology and commerce, biometric info &
privacy) to avoid consequences for people and the planet.

Sources: Fanzo ] et al. The Food Systems Dashboard is a new tool to inform better food policy. Nat Food. 2020;1:243-246.
Johns Hopkins University. Food Systems Dashboard. June 2020. http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/about-food-system
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Future Food Systems Transition & Transformation
Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives

From ‘algorithmic nudging’ to virtual
cross-selling: Is ecommerce changing
the rules in grocery?

By Elaine Watson (7'
018 - Last upda 1 at ﬂ g umg OPOSTACOMMENT

This self-driving car could deliver groceries
to your doorstep

Kroger is launching a pilot program later this year to test the autonomous vehicles.




Future Food Systems Transition & Transformation
Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives

B ({6 : ” i i SOURCE FOOD GROWN
These steps are necessary in “bending the curve” on the negative impacts of the REGENERATIVELY.
food system: APPROPRIATE
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4. Future Food Systems Transition
& Transformation

Reconcile competing paradigms, visions, narratives
DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO FOOD AND FARMING

REGENERATIVE
CONVENTIONAL . REGENERATIVE ORGANIC ORGANIC

- -
COMMOMN TOOLS:
Compest Biological Non-GMO Mo GMOs
pest control

=3INDUSTRIAL APPROACH | HOLISTIC APPROACH &5
CHEMICAL | %.3.%CROP ROTATION & COVER CROPS

Hﬂgﬂ;!ﬂ!k& mn & STROMGER MANDATE ON

CARBON ;
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